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Facing the Pentecost Controversy 
by Larry and June Acheson 

 

Introduction 
 

e shouldnôt have to explain to you that the issue of how to properly count 

to Pentecost is a controversial one.  Most any commentary or Bible 

dictionary will forthrightly introduce their presentation of Pentecost as 

one involving often heated debate.  June and I have been on the receiving 

end of uninvited debate to the extent that we finally decided it was time to put our views in writing.  We 

initially had no intention of addressing the Pentecost controversy, but in June 2002 a couple of personal 

encounters prompted my desire to speak out on the reasons why June and I count to Pentecost as we do.  

We want to make it perfectly clear at the outset that if you choose to count to Pentecost every year and if 

you do your best to set that day aside in accordance with Yahwehôs directive, then June and I offer you no 

criticism, regardless of how you do it, presuming you are in fact doing your best to honor Yahweh and 

His Word with the method you employ.  June and I have attended various Sunday Pentecost celebrations 

on several occasions, even though we personally disagree with their method of counting to that day.  In 

spite of our disagreement, June and I approach this matter from the perspective that hopefully we are all 

striving to please the Father, and we all have our own ways of approaching a topic of such a controversial 

nature.  We believe we should allow our love for each other and for Yahweh to rise above this 

controversy. 
 

 Sadly, June and I have met individuals who are not so understanding of different views with regard to 

the count to Pentecost, and this type of experience was never more evident than it was in the year 2002,  

when one individual went so far as to call me (long distance) for the express purpose of informing me that 

if I had reckoned Pentecost the way he counts to it, then I would have been given so much power 

(emphasis his) that I would not have the ñbad attitudeò that I now have.  In a previous conversation, this 

same individual informed me that the reason I have not received Yahwehôs Spirit is because I donôt count 

to Pentecost ñcorrectly.ò   
 

 Well, I donôt know if Yahwehôs Spirit is leading June and me to believe the way we do or not.  All 

we can do is pray that it is.  That, in addition to studying, is all any of us can do.  As you may have 

already discerned, the problems we have with the individual I just mentioned go way beyond how to 

count to Pentecost! 
 

 I spoke with another individual that same year who was much more understanding with regard to the 

position that June and I hold concerning the count to Pentecost.  He expressed the understanding that this 

is indeed a very controversial topic, and he agreed that there is so much good logic on both sides that 

neither side has just cause to castigate the other side for the way they choose to count.  This was 

refreshing to hear.  In the same year of 2002 we met with yet another believer in his home to discuss this 

issue.  We spent eight hours there, mostly listening to a Pentecost presentation that he has delivered to 

various individuals and groups.  Although we are not in agreement with him concerning the Pentecost 

controversy, we are thankful to report that he was a gentleman throughout the discussion, and we consider 

him to be a wonderful friend. 
 

 June and I are thankful that those who choose to count to Pentecost have chosen to obey Yahweh in 

this area rather than observe the ñholidaysò of the world, such as Christmas, Easter, Valentineôs Day and 

W 
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Halloween.  We know that most of those who have chosen Yahwehôs holy days over the worldôs 

ñholidaysò have done so out of their love for Yahweh.  Thus, even if we cannot agree on how to count to 

Pentecost, can we at least agree that weôre all striving to please the Father out of our love for Him and His 

ways?  And even if we cannot agree on how to count to Pentecost, can we at least agree to love and 

respect each other for trying to do it correctly? 
 

 What June and I hope to accomplish in this study is this:   
 

1) We want each of us to commit to greater understanding and acceptance of other views.  It is our hope 

that each of us can somehow find a way to presume that those of differing persuasions regarding how 

to count to Pentecost are counting the way they do because they love Yahweh and are acting on what 

they understand to be true and proper.  It is our desire that each of us come away with this 

understanding of each other.  From there, we hope that all of us will commit to pursuing scholarly 

inquiry on this matter combined with the respectful sharing of ideas and beliefs. 
 

2) In response to those who have presented their position and have unfairly dismissed the way we count 

to Pentecost as being ñwrong,ò we would like to respectfully present the logic we have for believing 

as we do, not in an attempt to ñslamò the other side, but to demonstrate that we are not demented or 

confused for counting to Pentecost the way we do!  We recognize that there are actually several 

methods of counting to Pentecost employed by various individuals and groups, but we will only deal 

with the two most common teachings, one of which we personally recognize, with all due respect, as 

ñhaving the most logic.ò   
 

 You might think that the individual who informed me that I cannot have Yahwehôs Spirit and count 

to Pentecost the way I do has already made up his mind about what heôs going to believe and that no 

progress was made with regard to at least getting him to be more understanding of our reasons for 

believing as we do.  You would be wrong.  We have since attended multiple Pentecost observances with 

this man é on day that we reckon as Pentecost.  He currently sees the logic of both positions ï to the 

extent that he now observes Pentecost both on Sunday and on the day we observe it. 
 

 As dogmatic as this man tends to be, June and I would prefer to spend our time with folks like him 

than with those who come across as being so pious and docile, even in disagreement, yet will not take the 

time to actually study the reasoning behind the opposing view.  Count June and me among those who 

appreciate an impassioned approach to addressing our reasons for believing as we do; at the same time, 

we must be among those who, when we carry that passion a bit too far, are willing to humble ourselves 

and admit that we were mistaken.  Too often we have experienced the reactions from those who, without 

so much as even glancing at our study, dismiss us as being ñjust plain wrongò with the way we count to 

Pentecost.  Too often we have either heard or read, ñI donôt need to read your study!ò from folks who are 

nevertheless all too willing to classify us as ñdeceived.ò
1
 

 

 On the inside cover of this, the fourth revision of our study, we added a note of appreciation to Chuck 

Henry for his editorial assistance.  We have known Chuck since 1995 and have grown to appreciate him 

as being one of the most gentle-natured believers we have ever met ï one of those individuals who agrees 

that differing views regarding how to count to Pentecost should not interfere with friendship or 

                                                           
1
  Our latest experience with this approach occurred in December 2009. A believer named Tamarôs response to my offer to 

review our perspective by reading this study was, ñPentecosté.you are confused on this issueé.scriptures are plain on 

thisé.you may want to re-think this oneé.ò  This was the last we ever heard from Tamar regarding the count to Pentecost.  It 

would appear that she felt she had already fully investigated this topic without any need for additional research. 
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fellowship.  It wasnôt until 2010 that Chuck decided to take the time to go through our entire study.  He 

brought so many suggestions for improvement to our attention, including numerous grammatical 

corrections, that it eventually became clear that no one else had ever given our study the serious attention 

that he was willing to give it.  In fact, he is the reason behind this fourth revision.  Frankly, I never 

expected Chuck to change his mind with regard to how to count to Pentecost; after all, we mean what we 

say when we stress that our goal in this study is to promote greater understanding and acceptance of other 

views (including ours!).  Nevertheless, we cannot think of a greater ñseal of approvalò from a reader than 

for him or her to tell us that, as a result of reading our perspective, their minds were changed, which is 

what happened to Chuck.  Here, in the year 2010, June and I still see the same non-acceptance of our 

position that we saw back in 2002 (and earlier), and we have found that none of those who belittle the 

way we count to Pentecost have read this study (if they have, theyôve kept it a secret).  What would they 

have to say if they did read our study?  We welcome scholarly inquiry and the respectful sharing of ideas, 

so if anyone would be so open as to carefully examine another perspective, we invite his or her feedback. 
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1.  Letõs try to be a little more understanding 
towards each other ... 

 

 

etôs face it, the debate over when to begin the count to Pentecost has been brewing for millennia.  

What has been gained?  Very little is ever gained when we present our viewpoint from the ñIôm 

right and youôre deceivedò perspective.  Sometimes we wonder if Yahweh actually intended for 

this particular debate to unravel just so He could watch how both sides work things out.  Certainly 

Yahweh could have inspired the writers of Scripture to have written something like this:  ñYou shall 

begin your count from the morrow after the weekly Sabbath that occurs during the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.ò  That would have cleared up a lot! 

 

 Conversely, Yahweh could have inspired the writers of Scripture to have written something like this:  

ñYou shall begin your count on the sixteenth of Abib.ò  That would have cleared up a lot, too! 

 

  As it is however, we are left with no choice but to go with what we have and pray that we are guided 

by Yahwehôs Spirit.  We all have our own views as to what we believe is the most sound logic, and 

debating the issue with pointed fingers and condescending words will not serve our purpose well, nor will 

it reflect true, humble servants of Yahweh out doing His work.  To both sides on this issue:  If indeed our 

position turns out being the ñcorrect position,ò letôs show loving patience, understanding, and acceptance 

towards those of opposing views.  We may not agree on how to count, but canôt we at least agree to love 

each other in spite of our differences?  How do we convey love when we use trigger words in our speech, 

such as labeling the opposing view as being the ñwrong positionò? 

 

 Top scholars confirm that this is an age-old controversy. Yigael Yadin, in his book The Temple 

Scroll, devoted an entire chapter to a discussion of this controversy: 
 

With all the grave implications of different calendars, the prime issue, irrespective of 

which calendar was followed, was over the day of the month on which the Pentecost was 

to be celebrated.  This was the subject of controversy within Judaism from time 

immemorial, and became, as we have seen, a source of bitter division between Jewish 

sects and normative Judaism in the latter part of the Second Temple period (and 

continues to this day with the Samaritans and the Karaites).
2
 

 

 Yigael Yadin was one of the most respected scholars of the 20
th
 century.  He was very much involved 

in not only retrieving the Dead Sea Scrolls, but also in translating them.  In his book, he made no attempt 

whatsoever to ñchoose sides,ò opting instead to present the actual enigma.  Here is what he wrote: 

 
ñPentecostò is the shortened form of the Greek for ñthe fiftieth day.ò  And ñseven full 

weeksò is the basis for the Hebrew name of this festival, the ñFeast of Weeks.ò  Thus, 

with no mention of a day or month, the only certainty being the fifty-day link between 

Pentecost and the Waving of the Sheaf, all depended, for accurate dating, on the 

interpretation of ñthe morrow after the sabbath.ò  Which sabbath of the month?  And 

what was the meaning of the word ñsabbathò in this context?  It was the different answers 

to these questions that contributed to the basic rifts between the several Jewish sects in 

antiquity.  The rabbis, upon whose decisions rests normative Judaism, held that ñsabbathò 

                                                           
2
   Yigael Yadin, The Temple Scroll, Random House, New York, 1985, p. 87. 

L 
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in this context meant ñPassover,ò the day following the evening ritual, namely, the 

fifteenth of the first month.  The ñmorrowò would therefore be the sixteenth of the first 

month, and that should be the date of the Sheaf-waving Feast, with the celebration of the 

Pentecost fifty days later.  The Sadducees, the Samaritans and several additional Jewish 

sects, on the other hand, gave the Pentateuchal words their plain and literal meaning, with 

ósabbathô signifying simply ñthe sabbath day,ò namely the sabbath after Passover.
3
 

 

 In providing us the recipe for this hot debate, Mr. Yadin avoided becoming involved.  Instead, he 

described the setting, implying that the vague instructions for when to begin the count opened the door for 

the debate that has ensued.  Not only does the controversy over when to celebrate the Feast of Weeks exist 

among the different sects within Judaism, but it also runs rampant among other groups seeking to follow 

the instructions as found in the Torah. 

 

 The late Samuele Bacchiocchi was a very well known and respected Seventh-Day Adventist scholar 

and author.  In his book Godôs Festivals, he wrote: 

 
é I concur with Alfred Edersheim:  óThe testimonies of Josephus, of Philo, and of 

Jewish tradition, leave no room to doubt that in this instance we are to understand by the 

óSabbathô the 15
th
 of Nisan, on whatever day of the week it might fall.ô  This means that 

Pentecost was celebrated by most Jews fifty days after Passover, on whatever day of the 

week it fell.
4
 

 

 Upon reading this remark by Bacchiocchi, those of our persuasion say, ñYes!  Great point, Mr. 

Bacchiocchi!ò  However, it appears that even Mr. Bacchiocchi was somewhat confused when it comes to 

which side of the fence he wanted to stand on, for notice what he wrote on page 233 of the same book: 
 

At this point in my research I tend to support the reckoning of the fifty days of Pentecost 

from the first Sunday after Passover.
5
 

 

 On the one hand, Bacchiocchi expressed support for beginning the count to Pentecost on the 

sixteenth of Abib.  On the other hand, he expressed support for beginning the count on the morrow after 

the weekly Sabbath occurring during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Obviously the count cannot begin 

on both days.  Itôs either one or the other! 

 

 Before we dismiss Mr. Bacchiocchi as having been a confused wannabe scholar, please allow me to 

point out that he was the first non-Catholic to graduate from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, 

and not only that, but he received a gold medal from Pope Paul VI for earning the academic distinction of 

summa cum laude.  In other words, he was a pretty smart guy.  He also received various degrees here in 

the United States and authored at least ten books that we are aware of. 

 

 The point we are trying to make here is this:  Some pretty savvy scholars have had a very tough time 

dealing with this issue.  Many scholars prefer to not touch the Pentecost debate with a ten-foot pole!  Yet 

here we are, somehow caught up in the middle of an ancient debate that has never been fully settled, yet 

many of us are convinced that we have thoroughly investigated the matter to the point that we have the 

                                                           
3
   Ibid, p. 88. 

4
   Samuele Bacchiocchi, Godôs Festivals in Scripture and History; Part I ñThe Spring Festivals,ò Biblical Perspectives, Berrien 

Springs, MI, 1995, p. 169. 
5
   Ibid, p. 233. 
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final answer as to which is the correct method.  How arrogant we are sometimes é and how foolish we 

must appear to Yahweh.  We dare say that we have run across some folks within the Yahwist Movement 

that, if it were up to them, yea if Yahweh gave them the power to judge é they would cast those of 

differing persuasions into the Lake of Fire for not seeing eye to eye with them on how to count to 

Pentecost.  It is truly at times such as these that we are most thankful that the Heavenly Father we worship 

is a Mighty One of mercy é Who examines our hearts and understands when an individual is doing his or 

her best to worship Him in spirit and in truth é even if that same individual is mistaken in some areas.  

Yahweh understands our human frailties and fallacies é itôs too bad that some of our fellow humans do 

not. 

 

 We are therefore hopeful that we will all commit ourselves to better understanding and respect of 

other positions, especially when it comes to matters so controversial as the count to Pentecost.  What we 

are about to present will include evidence supporting the position that we embrace with regard to how to 

count to Pentecost.  One can hardly hope to study this issue without arriving at a personal conclusion, and 

we admit that we do hold a certain opinion.  Yet, as we have already shared, we respect other views as 

well, especially when it is obvious that those who count differently than we do are doing so with the full 

intent of pleasing the Father, for that is our sole motivation é pleasing and honoring Yahweh.  We are 

also motivated to try and get along with others who seek to please and honor Yahweh é even if we donôt 

agree on how to go about doing it! 
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2.  Examining Leviticus 23 
 

 

 thorough investigation into the matter of how to count to Pentecost must include an examination 

of the 23
rd

 chapter of Leviticus, specifically Leviticus 23:9-16.   However, Leviticus 23 is not the 

first passage of Scripture where we read about this feast.  We first read of Pentecost in Exodus 

23, where it is referred to as ñthe feast of harvest.ò  Harvest of what?  That question is answered in the 

next Scriptural reference to Pentecost.  According to Exodus 34:22, Pentecost is the celebration of the 

firstfruits of the wheat harvest: 

 
22And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and 
the feast of ingathering at the yearõs end. 

 

 Notice also that in addition to being termed ñthe feast of harvest,ò Pentecost is also referred to as ñthe 

feast of weeks.ò  If one didnôt know anything else about Pentecost at this point, he might only be able to 

perceive that it is a celebration of the wheat harvest, plus he should discern that we are told to count off an 

unspecified number of weeks in order to determine which day we are to set aside for that celebration. 

 

 Pentecost is also termed ñthe feast of weeksò in Deuteronomy 16:9-10, where we read the following: 

 
9Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from 
such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.   
10And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto Yahweh thy Almighty with a tribute of 
a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto Yahweh thy Almighty, 
according as Yahweh thy Almighty hath bl essed thee. 

  

 Our reading of this passage from Deuteronomy clearly specifies two important factors in determining 

ñwhenò to initiate the count to Pentecost: 

 

1) We are to count off seven weeks in order to arrive at this special day. 

2) We are to begin the count when the sickle is first put to the grain. 

 

 Equipped with this knowledge, we can at this point discern the reason why Pentecost is known as the 

ñFeast of Weeks,ò plus we know the count begins at a certain time é a time when the grain was first 

harvested.  The question is, ñWhen was the sickle first put to the grain?  Does this refer us to a certain, 

specific date on which to begin the count to Pentecost?ò  Well, as weôve already covered, the answer is 

no, it does not, and that is the problem. 

 

 Now that we have examined these passages, it is time for us to turn to the 23
rd

 chapter of Leviticus, 

wherein lies the crux of this whole controversy.  The context of the passage we are about to read places it 

within the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which tells us that we should begin the count at some point within 

that festival.  What follows is Leviticus 23:9-16 as found in the New Revised Standard Version: 

 
9Yahweh spoke to Moses:  10Speak to the people of Israel and say to them:  When you 
enter the land that I am giving you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf 
of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.  11He shall raise the sheaf before 
Yahweh, that you may find acceptance; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall 
raise it.  12On the day when you raise the sheaf, you shall offer a lamb a year old, 

A 
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without blemish, as a burnt offering to Yahweh.  13And the grain offering with it 
shall be two-tenths of an ephah6 of choice flour mixed with oil, an offering by fire of 
pleasing odor to Yahweh; and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, one -fourth 
of a hin7.  14You shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh ears until that very day, 
until you have brought the  offering of your Mighty One:  it is a statute forever 
throughout your generations in all your settlements. 15And from the day after the 
Sabbath, from the day on which you bring the sheaf of the elevation [wave] offering, 
you shall count off seven weeks; they shall be complete.  16You shall count until the 
day after the seventh Sabbath, fifty days; then you shall present an offering of new 
grain to Yahweh. 

 

 Since we have already determined that we are to count seven weeks to arrive at the day of Pentecost, 

we need to find the day from which we begin numbering those weeks.  The passage we just read from 

Leviticus 23 is where we must turn to find the answer to that question.  We are told in verse 11 that the 

priest ñraisesò or waves the sheaf of the harvest before Yahweh on the ñday after the Sabbath.ò  This 

phrase is rendered the ñmorrow after the sabbathò in the King James Version.  This is when the priest 

waves this offering before Yahweh.  Then, according to verse 15, it is from this ñSabbathò that we are to 

begin numbering the seven-week count to Pentecost, or as it is also known, the Feast of Weeks. 

 

 This command seems very clear.  Since the ñday after the weekly Sabbathò is always Sunday, it 

appears obvious that we are to begin numbering the weeks beginning on a Sunday.  Furthermore, verse 16 

tells us to count fifty days.  If we begin numbering our count to Pentecost on a Sunday, day 50 will also 

be on a Sunday.  Thus, many understand that Pentecost should fall on a Sunday every year. 

 

 However, as alluded to by scholars such as Yigael Yadin (quoted earlier), determining the date of 

Pentecost simply isnôt that easy! 

 

                                                           
6
   An ephah is a Hebrew unit of measure equal to a little over a bushel. 

7
   A hin is a Hebrew unit of measure equal to nearly six pints. 
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3.  The Meaning of the Word òSabbathó 
 

 

e are told in Leviticus 23:11 that the wave sheaf offering was waved ñon the day after the 

sabbath.ò  In verse 15 we are told to count from the ñday after the sabbath.ò  In verse 16 we are 

told to count until the ñday after the seventh sabbath.ò  If the word ñsabbathò can only refer to 

the weekly Sabbath, then the Feast of Weeks must fall on a Sunday every year. 

 

 However, as we have already learned from Yigael Yadinôs explanation of the debate, some Jews (the 

Pharisees) understood the word ñsabbathò to also refer to the ñhigh dayò of festivals, also known as the 

ñfestival sabbath.ò  In fact, this was their understanding of Yahwehôs intent in Leviticus 23:11-16.  In 

other words, according to Pharisaical understanding, when Yahweh said, ñé day after the sabbath,ò He 

meant ñé day after the ófestival sabbath.ôò 

 

 Another sect of the Jews, the Sadducees, understood the word ñsabbathò to refer only to the weekly 

Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  In other words, according to Sadducean 

understanding, when Yahweh said, ñé day after the sabbath,ò He meant  ñé day after the óweekly 

Sabbath.ôò 

 

 Hopefully we all agree that the Hebrew word ñShabbatò can be used in reference to the weekly 

Sabbath.  This fact is not in dispute.  The question we need to answer is, ñCan the word ósabbathô ever 

refer to anything besides the weekly Sabbath?ò  The answer is ñYes,ò and the proof is found within the 

23
rd

 chapter of Leviticus, in reference to the Day of Atonement.  The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 

falls on the 10
th
 day of the seventh month of Yahwehôs calendar.  The 10

th
 day of any given month may 

fall on any day of the week, so it goes without saying that such is the case with regard to the Day of 

Atonement.  Nevertheless, Yahweh refers to this one day as being a ñsabbath,ò as shown below: 

 
26Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying:  27Now, the tenth day of this seventh month is the 
day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you:  you shall deny yourselves 
and present Yahwehõs offering by fire; 28and you shall do no work during that entire 
day; for it is a day of atonement, to make atonement on your behalf before Yahweh 
your Mighty One.  29For anyone who does not practice self-denial during that entire 
day shall be cut off from the people.  30And anyone who does any work during that 
entire day, such a one I will destroy from the midst of the people.  31You shall do no 
work: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your settlements.  32It 
shall be to you a sabbath of complete rest, and you shall deny yourselves; on the 
ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening you shall keep your 
sabbath. 

 

 The Hebrew word translated ñsabbathò in reference to the Day of Atonement is word #7676 in 

Strongôs Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary (˸̌̅), and is the very same Hebrew word translated ñsabbathò 

in Leviticus 23:11.  As we can discern from the Day of Atonement, it is classified by Yahweh as being a 

sabbath, even though it may fall on any day of the week.  Thus, we may reasonably conclude that the 

word ñsabbathò is not restricted to being a reference to the weekly Sabbath. 

 

 Later in our study, we will see that ancient Judaism in the 3
rd

 century BCE specifically understood the 

first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread as being a ñsabbath.ò 

W 
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4.  A òFatal Flawó:  Counting Eight Sabbaths? 
 

 

e have thus far seen that the Hebrew word translated ñSabbathò (˸̌̅) can be understood as 

being a reference to either the weekly Sabbath or a ñsabbathò such as the special sabbath 

observance reserved for the Day of Atonement.  This Hebrew word, then, can indeed be used 

to refer to the ñfestival sabbathsò ï the special holy days that fall during the festivals of 

Yahweh.  In fact, the Talmud makes reference to an ancient Jewish debate as to whether or not the 

ñmorrow after the Sabbathò from which we are commanded to count to Pentecost is a reference to the 

ñSabbath of creationò (i.e., the weekly Sabbath) or the ñfestival Sabbath.ò  While we are not about to 

recommend the Talmud as a reliable source of information insofar as validating a doctrinal belief, it 

nevertheless offers valuable historical insight into ancient Jewish practice and belief.  Here is an excerpt 

from the discussion as found in Tractate Menahoth 65b: 

 
Our Rabbis taught:  And ye shall count unto you; that is, the counting 

is a duty upon every one.  On the morrow after the Sabbath, that is, 

on the morrow after the Festival.  Perhaps it is not so but rather on 

the morrow after the Sabbath of Creation.  R. Jose b. Judah says, 

Scripture says, Ye shall number fifty days, that is, every time that you 

number it shall not be more than fifty days.  But should you say that 

the verse refers to the morrow after the Sabbath of Creation, then it 

might sometimes come to fifty -one and sometimes fifty-two and 

fifty -three and fifty-four and fifty-five and fifty-six.  R. Judah b. 

Bathyra says, This is not necessary, for Scripture says, Thou shalt 

number unto thee, that is, the numbering depends on [the decision of] 

the Beth-din; accordingly the Sabbath of Creation cannot be intended 

as the numbering would then be in the hands of all men.  R. Jose 

says, On the morrow of the Sabbath means on the morrow after the 

Festival, but perhaps it is not so, but rather on the morrow after the 

Sabbath of Creation!  I will prove it to you.  Does Scripture say, óOn 

the morrow after the Sabbath that is in the Passover weekô?  It 

merely says, óOn the morrow after the Sabbathô; and as the year is 

full of Sabbaths, then go and find out which Sabbath is meant.  

Moreover, óSabbathô is written below, and óSabbathô is written 

above; just as the former case it refers to the Festival, and indeed to 

the beginning of the Festival, so in the latter case, too, it refers to the 

Festival, and indeed to the beginning of the Festival.
8
 

 

 Not only does the above writing prove that the debate about when to begin the count to Pentecost has 

been going on for nearly two thousand years (if not longer), but it also demonstrates that ancient Judaism 

understood that the command to begin counting on the ñmorrow after the Sabbathò could either be a 

reference to the ñSabbath of Creationò or the ñFestival Sabbath.ò  Proponents of the ñSunday-Only 

Pentecostò maintain that those who believe the reference is to the ñFestival Sabbathò are faced with an 

unsolvable conundrum.  In fact, it has been referred to as a ñfatal flaw.ò 

 

                                                           
8
 Quoted from Tractate Menahoth 65b, as found on pages 387-388 of The Babylonian Talmud, Vol. 1, Seder Kodashim, 

published by The Soncino Press, London, 1948.  Note:  We do not normally recommend reading the Talmud, except for 

gleaning historical information. 
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 If we are to conclude that the word ñsabbathò as found in Leviticus 23:11-16 can refer to both the 

weekly Sabbath and the festival ñhigh dayò sabbaths, we are presented with the dilemma of having to 

count eight sabbaths in the 50-day count to Pentecost.  Or, as one author puts it, if we adhere to the 

command to count seven sabbaths, we end up with a six-week count.  Here is his commentary: 
 

There is a fatal flaw in the Pharisaic system.  If you are counting seven Sabbaths, and 
you are counting from the 15th of Nissan as an annual sabbath, then would you not also 
have to have counted the 21st of Nissan as a Sabbath?  But then you would be counting 
seven Sabbaths, but six weeks ... so the text can only be referring to the WEEKLY 
sabbath.  If you start counting from the day after the WEEKLY Sabbath and are NOT 
counting annual Sabbaths, then and only then do you count seven sabbaths and seven 

weeks and then you would always end your count on a "Sunday."
9
 

 

 The above author, in addition to explaining what he terms ña fatal flaw,ò goes on to provide his 

reading audience with a calendar depicting the fact that those who regard the ñsabbathò as both the 

weekly sabbath and the festival sabbath must either stop short of the 50-day count if they obey the 

mandate to count seven sabbaths or else count eight sabbaths in order to arrive at ñday 50ò: 
 

 

 
                                                           
9
  James Trimm, ñWhy Shavuot is Always on a Sunday,ò posted on his Nazarene Space blog on 05/22/2011.  For those who 

subscribe to Nazarene Space, the article may be accessed at the following URL:  

http://nazarenespace.com/profiles/blog/show?id=2182335%3ABlogPost%3A113431&xgs=1&xg_source=msg_share_post 

http://nazarenespace.com/profiles/blog/show?id=2182335%3ABlogPost%3A113431&xgs=1&xg_source=msg_share_post
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 For those of you who would like to count the 50 days on the above calendar, you will find that the 

above author erred in dating Shavuot on June 7
th
, which is day 49 of the count.  Remember, those who 

follow what he terms ñthe Pharisaic Systemò begin the count on the day following the festival Sabbath.  

Thus, ñday 1ò of the count to Pentecost began on April 20
th
.  If you inclusively count 50 days from April 

20
th
, you arrive at June 8

th
, not June 7

th
.
10

 

 

 Nevertheless, the authorôs point is clear:  If you begin counting to Pentecost from the morrow after 

the festival ñhigh dayò sabbath, then you have an apparent dilemma.  You must either disregard the 

command to count seven sabbaths or you must stop short of counting the entire fifty days.  This is what 

the author terms ña fatal flaw.ò 

 

 In our original study, we titled this chapter a more generic ñConsistency Dilemmaò because 

consistency (or the lack thereof) is the typical charge levied against those who begin counting to Pentecost 

from the morrow after the festival Sabbath.  When, in 2011, we found that the charge has been upgraded 

to ña fatal flaw,ò we decided to rename this chapter and insert that authorôs commentary, not only because 

of the more colorful picture that he paints of what he feels is the quandary, but also to add another 

ñSunday-only Pentecostò perspective of the apparent dilemma.  What follows is the commentary that we 

included in our original study, which is taken from a study that was distributed at the 1987 Unity 

Conference: 

 
If é we insist on calling the first day of the feast of unleavened bread (Abib 15

th
) a 

Sabbath, and start the count on the day after, we must also call the last day of unleavened 

bread a Sabbath.  Seven Sabbaths are to be complete (verse 15).  Counting the last day of 

unleavened bread as a Sabbath gives us eight (8) Sabbaths,
11

 not seven, within the 50 day 

count.  To have eight Sabbaths is contrary to the command.  This effectively shows the 

count cannot begin on Abib 16
12

.  Therefore, ñSabbathò and ñSabbathsò in Lev. 23:15 & 

16 certainly appear to refer to the weekly Sabbath.  
 

Do we err by not knowing history and the traditions of men?  Or is it the Word of Yahweh 

we should know?  (Mt. 22:29; Jn. 20:9; 5:39; Acts 17:10-13; Isa. 34:16). 
 

If we (1) insist that the Feast of Unleavened Bread is a Sabbath, and (2) start the count 

the next day (the 16
th
), then (3) we must recognize Abib 21 as a Sabbath, and (4) contrary 

to the command, this gives us eight (8) Sabbaths within the 50 day count, as illustrated in 

the chart on the following page.
13

 

 

 In other words, as we believe the author of the above commentary would submit, consistency, or the 

lack thereof, is the dilemma encountered by those who maintain that the word ñsabbath,ò as used in 

Leviticus 23:11-16, refers to the first ñhigh dayò festival sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Or to 

put it another way, if we are to insist that ñmorrow after the sabbathò means ñmorrow after the festival 

sabbath,ò then when we count ñseven sabbathsò to Pentecost, we must include that last ñfestival sabbathò 

of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Abib 21) as one of the ñseven sabbaths.ò  As the authorôs chart (shown 

                                                           
10

  As we will see later in this study, the author of  ñWhy Shavuot is Always on a Sundayò also erred in listing Shavuot as 

falling on ñSivan 6ò in the year 2011.  For those who count to Shavuot (Pentecost) from the morrow after the festival sabbath, 

Shavuot fell on the fifth day of the Scriptural Hebrew month Sivan. 
11

  True in all years except when Abib 15
th
 falls on the first day of the week. 

12
  True in all years except when Abib 15

th
 falls on the weekly Sabbath. 

13
  Excerpt from a study entitled ñSabbaths in Leviticus 23,ò given at the 1987 Unity Conference, authorôs name withheld by 

request. 
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below) reveals, the ñmorrow after the seventh sabbath,ò if we are 100% consistent with our interpretation 

of the word ñsabbath,ò falls on day 39 of the count to Pentecost.  The dilemma thus posed to those who 

count from the morrow after the high day festival sabbath is that of counting eight sabbaths to Pentecost 

instead of seven sabbaths as mandated by the Almighty.  Therefore, according to the individual quoted 

above, if one is going to be 100% consistent with his or her interpretation of the word sabbath in 

Leviticus 23:11-16, he or she must conclude that it can only refer to the seventh-day sabbath.  Hence, the 

Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, can only fall on a Sunday every year. 

 

14
 

                                                           
14

 Ibid.  The above comment and chart is a reproduction of the page from the study ñSabbaths in Leviticus 23,ò given at the 

1987 Unity Conference, authorôs name withheld by request. 
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