Facing the Pentecost (

Proofs that Pentecost is
Always on Sunday!

by Vietor G, Liszermans

ven though Scripture makes «
E;\hm that the count 1o Pentecost

begins on the morrow after the
SAEBATH, those who are bent on
distorting Scripture insist that it can only
begin on the 16™ of Aviv. Let's get out
ous Bibles and find the PLAIN TRUTH of
the matter!

As anvons who has studied the countte
Pentecostknows, the primary instructions

for counting to this very important koly

The Count to Pentecost:
When Does it Begin?

by Malvin R. Schwantzbohn

Many of us have been conditioned to
balisve that the Feast of Waaks can only be
counted from the weekly Sabbath. In this
study you will see astounding PROOF that
the count to Pentecost can only begin on
Aviv 16!

Theissue of when and howto countto
Pentecost bas been going on since ancient
times, but for those who are willingand able
to do an in-depth study into the eacliest taxts
of Scripture, the mystery is easily resolved
At the epicenter of this controversy lies the
text of Leviticus 23:11-16
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Facing the Pentecost Controversy

by Larry and June Acheson

Introduction

: eshoul dndét have to explain to you
% to Pentecost is a controversial onklost any commentary or Bible

ﬁ dictionary will forthrightly introduce their presentation &fentecostas

one involving often heated debatiine and | have been on the receiving
end of uninvited debate to the extent that we finally decided it was time to put our views in writing. We
initially had no intention oiddressinghe Pentecost controverdyut in June 2002 a couple of personal
encounters prompted my desire to speak out on the reasons why June and | count to Pentecost as we ¢
We want to make it perfectly clear at the outset that if you choose to tcoBehtecost every year and if
you do your best to set that day aside in accor
criticism, regardless of how you do it, presuming you are in fact doinghesito honor Yahweh and
His Word with tre method you employ. June and | have attended various Sunday Pentecost celebrations
on several occasions, even though we personally disagree with their method of counting to that day. In
spite of our disagreement, June and | approach this matter fropergective that hopefully we are all
striving to please the Father, and we all have our own ways of approaching a topic of such a controversia
nature. We believe we should allow our love for each other and for Yahweh to rise above this
controversy.

Sadly, June and | have met individuals who are not so understanding of different views with regard to
the count to Pentecost, and this type of experience was never more evident thain itheagar 2002
when one individual went so far as to call mang distance) for the express purpose of informing me that
if I had reckoned Pentecost the whag counts to it, then | would have been given so mpolwver
(emphasis his) that | would not have the thibad ¢
same individual i nformed me that the reason | h
to Pentecost fAcorrectly. o

Wel | I dondét know i f Yahwehoés Spirit is | ead
we can do is prathat it is. That, in addition to studying, is all any of us can do. As you may have
already discerned, the problems we have with the individual | just mentioned go way beyond how to
count to Pentecost!

| spoke with another individudhat sameear who was much more understanding with regard to the
position that June and | hold concerning the count to Pentecost. He exphesseikerstanding that this
is indeed a very controversial topic, and he agreed that there is so much good logic on badkfatsides
neither side has just cause to castigate the other side for the way they choose to count. This wa
refreshing to hear. In the same year of 2002 we met with yet another believer in his home to discuss this
issue. We spent eight hours there, mos#ifehing to a Pentecost presentation that he has delivered to
various individuals and groups. Although we are not in agreement with him concerning the Pentecost
controversy, we are thankful to report that he was a gentleman throughout the discussiencamsider
him to be avonderfulfriend.

June and | are thankful that those who choose to count to Pentecost have chosen to obey Yahweh i
this area rather than observe the fAholidayso of
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Halloween . We know that mo s t of those who have ¢
Aholi dayso have done so out of their |l ove for Y
Pentecost, can we at | east ed&aghereoet ofourlave fomHambandeHisa | |

ways? And even if we cannot agree on how to count to Pentecost, can we at least agree to love an
respect each other fonying to do it correctly?

What June and | hope to accomplish in this study is this:

1) Wewant each of us to commit to greater understanding and acceptance of other views. It is our hope
that each of us can somehow find a way to presume that those of differing persuasions regarding how
to count to Pentecost are counting the way they do betaexgdéove Yahweh and are acting on what
they understand to be true and proper. It is our desire that each of us come away with this
understanding of each other. From there, we hope that all of us will commit to pursuing scholarly
inquiry on this mattecombined with theespectfulsharing of ideas and beliefs.

2) In response to those who have presented their position and have unfairly dismissed the way we coun
to Pentecost as being Awrong, 0 we woul dvingi ke
as we do, not in an attempt to Aslamo the oth
confused for counting to Pentecost the way we do! We recognize that there are actually several
methods of counting to Pentecost employed by variodividuals and groups, but we will only deal
with the two most common teachings, one of which we personally recognize, with all due respect, as
Ahaving the most | ogic. o

You might think that the individual rivahdocountnf or
to Pentecost the way | do has already made up
progress was made with regard to at least getting him to be more understanding of our reasons fol
believing as we do. You would be wrong. Wave since attended multiple Pentecost observances with
t hi s man ¢é wearatkordas Pentedostle currently sees the logic of both positidnto the
extent that h@ow observes Pentecost both on Sundagon the day we observe it.

As dogmatic as this man tends to bene and | would prefer to spend our time with folks hia

than with those who come across as being so pious and docile, even in disagreement, yet will not take thi
time to actually study the reasoning behind theosppm view. Count June and me among those who
appreciate an impassioned approach to addressing our reasons for believing as we do; at the same tim
we must be among those who, when we carry that passion a bit too far, are willing to humble ourselves
andadmit that we were mistaken. Too often we have experienced the reactions from those who, without
so much as even glancing at our studigmiss us as beinfj ust pl ain wrongo wit!
PentecostToo often we haveldeimdédite readlycurastudi of rr orne af do,l ks
nevertheless all|l too willling to classify us as

On the inside cover of this, the fourth revision of our study, we added a note of appreciation to Chuck
Henry for his editorial assistanc&Ve have knownChucksince 1995 and have grown to appreciate him
as beingone of the most genteatued believers we have ever niebne of those individuals who agrees
that differing views regarding how to count to Pentecost should not interfere with shiipndr

'Our latest experience with this approach occurred in Dec
review our perspective by reading this study ie® e nt ecost é. you are confused on this
thi sé. youtomtalyi nwhk ntt hThis was theslast we ever heard from Tamar regarding the count to Pentecost. It
would appear that she felt she had already fully investigated this topic without any need for additional research.

Facing the Pentecost Controversy
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fellowship. I wasndét u@huckdecidedhdtéke thentimmé to go through our entire studsy.
brought so many suggestions for improvemémtour attention including numerous grammatical
corrections, that it eventually became clear ttbne else hthevergiven our study the serious attention

that hewas willing to giveit. In fact, he is the reason behind this fourth revision. Frarkhgver
expected Chuck to change his mind with regard to how to count to Pentecost; aftematlamnverhat we

say when we stress that our goal in this study is to promote greater understanding and acceptance of oth:
views (including ours!) Nevertheless, we cannot think of a
for him or her to tell us thaas a result of reading our perspective, their minds were chawgesh is

what happened to ChuckHere, in the year 2010, June and | still see the samactaptance of our
position that we saw back @002 (and earlier), and we have found thamewof those who belittle the

way we count to Pentecost have read this sfudyf t hey have, t Nbaywoulethek e pt
have to say if thedid read our study We welcome scholarly inquiry and the respectful sharing of ideas,
so if anyone woul be so open as to carefully examine another perspective, we invite his or her feedback.

Facing the Pentecost Controversy



1. L e t Oadlittlet ntorg undeystabdeng
towards each other ...

Wh at has been gained? Very I|little is ever

rightand youdre deceivedoO perspecti ve.intendedfane t i m
this particular debate to unravel just so He could watch botl sideswork things out. Certainly
Yahweh could have inspired the writers of Scripture to have writtemsot hi ng IYowkshallt hi s
begin your count from the morrow after the weekly Sabbath that occurs during the Feast of Unleavened
Breado That would have cleared up a | ot!

I et 60 s ,theadebate avér when to begin the count to Pentéessbeen brewing fanillennia.

Conversely, Yahwebould have inspired the writers of Scripture to have wrigemething like this:
fiYou shall begin your count on the sixteenth of Abib. That woul d have cl ear ec

As it is however, ware left with no choice but tgo with what we havand pray that we are guided
by Yahweh&s Spiouriown.views ¥Wseto vehat lwe beleeweas the most sound logic, and
debating the issue with pointed fingers and condescending words will not serve our purpose well, nor will
it reflect true, humble servants of Yahweh out doing His work. To both sides assties If indeed our
position turns out being the ficorrect position,

towards those of opposing Vviews. We may not ag
each other in spite @ur differences? How do we convey love when we use trigger words in our speech,
such as | abeling the opposing view as being the

Top scholars confirm that this is an agd controversy. Yigael Yadin, in his bodkhe Temple
Scroll, devoted an entire chapter to a discussion of this controversy:

With all the grave implications of different calendars, the prime issue, irrespective of
which calendar was followed, was over the day of the month on which the Pentecost was
to be celebrated. This was the subject of controversy within Judaism from time
immemorial and became, as we have seen, a source of bitter division between Jewish
sects and normative Judaism in the latter part of the Second Temple period (and
continues to this day with ¢nSamaritans and the Karaités).

Yigael Yadin was one of the most respected scholars of thee?@ury. He was very much involved
in not only retrieving the Dead Sea Scrolls, but also in translating them. In his book, he made no attempt
whatsoevertdi c hoose sides, 0 opting instead to present

i Pent &cthe shortened form of the Greek for he f i f AndBaevénfuday . O
week® is the basis for the Hebrew name of this festival,ilee a st o fThudvee k s . 0
with no mention of a day or month, the only certainty being the-difty link between

Pentecost and the Waving of the Sheaf, all depended, for accurate dating, on the
interpretation ofit he mor r ow a f Whch sabbatle of thearbobta?t dn. 0

what was the meaning of the wdishbbath in this context? It was the different answers

to these questions that contributed to the basic rifts between the several Jewish sects in
antiquity. The rabbis, upon whose decisions rests normative Judaisnthdtésabbatb

2 Yigael Yadin,The Temple ScrolRandom House, New York, 1985, p. 87.
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Chapter 1 5

in this context meanfi P a s s ¢he day ,folowing the evening ritual, namely, the
fifteenth of the first month. ThBmorrowd would therefore be the sixteenth of the first
month, and that should be the date of the Sivaafng Feast, wit the celebration of the
Pentecost fifty days later. The Sadducees, the Samaritans and several additional Jewish
sects, on the other hand, gave the Pentateuchal words their plain and literal meaning, with
6sabbat ho s iftgersabbayhidaydanedy ihengatbgth after Passover.

In providing us the recipe for this hot debate, Mr. Yadin avoided becoming involved. Instead, he
described the setting, implying that the vague instructions for when to begin the count opened the door for
the debate thdtas ensued. Not only does the controversy over when to celebrate the Feast of Weeks exis
among the different sects within Judaism, but it also runs rampant among other groups seeking to follow
the instructions as found in the Torah.

The lateSamuele Bacchiocchivas a very well known and respected Sevddély Adventist scholar
and author. Inhisbooko d 6 s F leesvtote:v al s

é | concur with Al fred Eder shei m: 6The testi
Jewish tradition, leave no room doubt that in this instance we are to understand by the
6Sabbat"hodf tNiesaln5 on whatever day of the week |
Pentecost was celebrated by most Jews fifty days after Passover, on whatever day of the

week it fell
Upon reading this remark by Bacchiocchi, thoseooffp er suasi on say, AYes!
Bacchiocchi! o However, It wasaspnpewhatrcanfugedhvehen iteomesno Mr

which side of the fence he waxlto stand on, for notice what heate on page 233 of the same book:

At this point in my research | tend to support the reckoning of the fifty days of Pentecost
from the first Sunday after Passover.

On the one hand, Bacchiocchi expressed support for beginning the count to Pentetttst on
sixteenth of Abib. On the other hand, he expressed support for beginning the count on the morrow after
the weekly Sabbath occurring during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Obviously the count cannot begin
on both days. ltés either one or the other!

Before we dismiss Mr. Bacchiocchi having beera confused wannabe scholar, please allow me to
point out that hevas the first norCatholic to graduate from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome,
and not only that, but he received a gold medal fRope Paul VI for earning the academic distinction of
summa cum laudeln other words, hevas a pretty smart guy. He also received various degrees here in
the United States and autho@deasten books that we are aware of.

The point we are trying tmake here is this: Some pretty savvy scholars have had a very tough time
dealing with this issue. Many scholars prefer to not touch the Pentecost debate witboa pete! Yet
here we are, somehow caught up in the middle of an ancient debatestim&vea been fully settled, yet
many of us are convinced thae have thoroughly investigated the matter to the point that we have the

% Ibid, p. 88.

* Samuele BacchiocchGod 6 s Festivals i;n PQorti gt UirTeh earS rHingt dccreyst i val s
Springs, MI, 1995, p. 169.

® |bid, p. 233.
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finalansweras t o which is the correct method. How a
must appear to YahwehWe dare say that we have run across some folks within the Yahwist Movement
t hat , i f it were up to them, yea i f Yahweh gav

differing persuasions into the Lake of Fire for not seeing eye to eye with dhehow to count to
Pentecost. It is truly at times such as these that we are most thankful that the Heavenly Father we worshi
is a Mighty One of mercy é Who examines our hea

her best to worship Hiimi s pi rit and in truth ¢é even if that
Yahweh understands our human frailties and fall/l
not.

We are therefore hopeful that we will all commit ourselves taebetbderstanding and respect of
other positions, especially when it comes to matters so controversial as the count to Pentecost. What w:
are about to present will include evidence supporting the position that we embrace with regard to how to
count to Pergticost. One can hardly hope to study this issue without arriving at a personal conclusion, and
we admit that we do hold a certain opinion. Yet, as we have already shared, we respect other views a
well, especially when it is obvious that those who couffiéréntly than we do are doing so with the full
intent of pleasing the Father, for that is our
al so motivated to try and get along with others
agree on how to go about doing it!

Facing the Pentecost Controversy



2. Examining Leviticus 23

of the 2% chapter of Leviticus, specifically Leviticus 231%. However, Leviticus 23 is not the

first passage of Scripture where we read about this feast. We first read of Pant&omstus
23, where it is referr dldrvest ofwhatd Thattqghestionfiscaassvéred smfthe h a |
next Scriptural reference to Pentecost. According to Exodus 34:22, Pentecost is the celebration of the
firstfruits of thewheat harvest

,-\ thorough investigation intthe matter of how to count to Pentecost must include an examination

22And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and
the feast of ingathering at the yearods end.

Notice also that in addition to being ter med
feast of fweeksdodndt know anything else about F
perceive that it is a celebration of the wheat harvest, plus he should discern that we are told to count off ar
unspecified number of weeks in order to determine lwHay we are to set aside for that celebration.

Pentecost is also termed At Gk wherewesdad toeffollowieage k s 0

9Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from
such timeasthou beginnest to putthe sickle to the corn.

19And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto Yahweh thy Almighty with a tribute of

a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto Yahweh thy Almighty
according as Yahweh thy Almighty hath bl essed thee.

Our reading of this passage from Deuteronomy clearly specifies two important factors in determining
Awheno to initiate the count to Pentecost:

1) We are to count off seven weeks in order to arrive at this special day.
2) We are to begin the coumhen the sickle is first put to the grain.

Equipped with this knowledge, we can at this point discern the reason why Pentecost is known as the
fFeast of Weeks, 0 plus we know the count begin
harvested. The quest i opottoithe grain? Wloes rthis vefersus tb b eertags, ¢ |
specific date on which to begin the count to P
no, it does not, anthat is the problem.

Now that we have examined these passages, it is times ftar turn to the Z3chapter of Leviticus,
wherein lies the crux of this whole controversy. The context of the passage we are about to read places i
within the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which tells us that we should begin the count at some point with
that festival. What follows is Leviticus 231% as found in thélew Revised Standakérsion

9Yahweh spoke to Moses: 19Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: When you
enter the land that | am giving you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf
of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. 11He shall raise the sheaf before
Yahweh, that you may find acceptance; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall
raise it. 120n the day when you raise the sheaf, you shall offer a lamb a year old,

Facing the Pentecost Controversy



8 Chapter 2

without blemish, as a burnt offering to Yahweh. 13And the grain offering with it
shall be two-tenths of an ephalf of choice flour mixed with oil, an offering by fire of
pleasing odor to Yahweh; and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, one -fourth
of a hin?. 14You shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh ears until that very day,
until you have brought the offering of your Mighty One: it is a statute forever
throughout your generations in all your settlements. 15And from the day after the
Sabbath, from the day on which you bring the sheaf of the elevation [wave] offering,
you shall count off seven weeks; they shall be complete. 16You shall count until the
day after the seventh Sabbath, fifty days; then you shall present an offering of new
grain to Yahweh.

Since we have already determined that we are to count seven weeks to arrive at the day of Pentecos
we need to find the day from which we begin numbering those weeks. The passage we just read fromr
Leviticus 23 is where we must turn to find the answer to that question. We are told in verse 11 that the
priest Arai seso or waevfeosr et hYea hswheeha fo no ft hteh efi dhaayr v
phrase is rendered t he KmngJamas Wersari Tthis is wherhtee pseatb b a
waves this offering before Yahweh. Then, taccor
begin numbering the sevaveek count to Pentecost, or as it is also known, the Feast of Weeks.

This command seems very <c¢clear. Since the #fAd
appears obvious that we are to begin numbering the weeksilmggon a Sunday. Furthermore, verse 16
tells us to countifty days. If we begin numbering our count to Pentecost on a Sunday, day Sswill
be on a Sunday. Thus, many understand that Pentecost should fall on a Sunday every year.

However, as alluedd to by scholars such as Yigael Yadin (quoted earlier), determining the date of
Pentecost simply isndt that easy!

® An ephah is a Hebrewnit of measure equal to a little over a bushel.
" A hin is a Hebrew unit of measure equal to nearly six pints.

Facing the Pentecost Controversy



3. The Meaning of the

eare told in Leviticus 23:11 that the wave

sabbath. o Il n verse 15 we are told to count

told to count unti.l the Adayisabtbeaobnlytefereoa s e v ¢
the weekly Sabbath, then the Feast of Weeks must fall on a Sunday every year.

However, as we have already | earned from Yiga
Pharisees) under stood etfleea wor d hfes aibhbdisyimnowwd asytbé aolf s
Afesti valnfatathisowadt h.ed r under standing of Y-aehvunehos
ot her words, according to Pharisaical under #ear
meanti € day dektivabsra btbhaet hd. 6 0

Anot her sect of the Jews, the Sadducees, unde
Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. In other words, according to Sadducear
understadi n g, when Yahweh said, meant iidéa yd aayf t a&frt etrh et h

Sabbath. 60

Hopefully we all agre¢ h a 't the Hebrew word AShabbato can
Sabbath. This fact is not in dispute. The question we neadhte wer i s, i Canevar he v
refer to anythingpesides he weekl y Sabbath?o The answer s
239 chapter of Leviticus, in reference to the Day of Atonement. The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)
falls on theld"day of the seventh mont K dapdfany givienneohtidreay c a |
fall on any day of the week, so it goes without saying that such is the case with regard to the Day of
Atonement. Nevertheless, Yahweh referstothisonedayagbein Aisabbat h, 06 as sho

26Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying: 2’Now, the tenth day of this seventh month is the
day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you: you shall deny yourselves
and present Yah we iand yoo $halleo o wark dhripg tHat entiee;
day; for it is a day of atonement, to make atonement on your behalf before Yahweh
your Mighty One. 2%For anyone who does not practice selfdenial during that entire

day shall be cut off from the people. 3°And anyone who does any work during that

entire day, such a one | will destroy from the midst of the people. 3tYou shall do no
work: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your settlements. 32t
shall be to you a sabbath of complete rest, and you shall deny yourselves; on the
ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening you shall keep your

sabbath.

The Hebrew word transl|l ated fAsabbatho in refe
Strong6s Hebrew a@d ) @ilias dielee Dierty onamg Hebrew w
in Leviticus 23:11.As we can discern from the Day of Atonement, it is classified by Yahweh as being a
sabbath, even though it may fall on any day of the week. Thus, we may reasonably conclude that the
wor d A s a Imdiradtribtéd toibeing a reference to the weekly Sabbath.

Later in our study, we will see that ancient Judaism in theeBiturysce specifically understood the
first day of the Feast of Unl eavened Bread as b

Facing the Pentecost Controversy



4. AoFat al FI awod: Countin

e have thus far seen that t h ¢caHmebndeswoodas r d
being a reference to either the weekly Sa
observance reserved for the Day of Atonement. This Hebrew word, then, can indeed be used
to refer to t hethefispexial thalyvdays thad falb durng thes festivals of
Yahweh. In fact, the Talmud makes reference to an ancient Jewishedabatto whether or not the
Amorrow after the Sabbatho from which we are ¢
AfSabbath of creationo (i .e., the weekly Sabbat
recommend the Talmud as aliable source of information insofar as validating a doctrinal belief, it
nevertheless offergaluablehistorical insight into ancient Jewish practice and belléére is an excerpt
from the discussion as found in TractaterMhoth 65b

Our Rabbis taughtAnd ye shall count unto ypthat is, the counting

is a duty upon every on€On the morrow after the Sabbatihat is,

on the morrow after the Festival. Perhaps it is not so but rather on
the morrow after the Sabbath of Creation. JBse b. Judah says,
Scripture saysye shall number fifty daythat is, every time that you
number it shall not be more than fifty days. But should you say that
the verse refers to the morrow after the Sabbath of Creation, then it
might sometimes come tfifty -one and sometimes fifttyvo and

fifty -three and fiftyfour and fifty-five and fifty-six. R. Judah b.
Bathyra says, This is not necessary, for Scripture Sdysy shalt
number unto theeghat is, the numbering depends on [the decision of]
the Bethdin; accordingly the Sabbath of Creation cannot be intended
as the numbering would then be in the hands of all nienJose
says,On the morrow of the Sabbatheans on the morrow after the
Festival, but perhaps it is not so, but rather on the morrow tager

Sabbath of Creation! I owi || prove it to
the morrow after the Sabbath that i's in
me r e | y Onsthe ynerrow after the Sabbéth and as the year i s

full of Sabbaths, then go and find out which Sathbis meant.

Mor eo Gabbatd & s wr i tt eSabbabdde | iosw, wraintdt ebn
above; just as the former case it refers to the Festival, and indeed to

the beginning of the Festival, so in the latter case, too, it refers to the

Festival, and indeed to thediening of the Festival.

Not only does the aboweriting prove that the debate about when to begin the count to Pentecost has
been going on for nearly two thousand years (if not longer), but it also demonstrates that ancient Judaisn
understood that the o mmand to begin counting on the Amorr
reference to the MnASabbath of Creationo &nly the
Pentecosto maintain that those whboataedadekwiteant h e
unsolvableconundrum I n fact, it has been referred to as

8 Quoted from Tractate Menahoth 65b, as found on page8886fThe Babylonian Talmyd/ol. 1, Seder Kodashim,
published by The Soncino Preg®ndon, 1948. Note: We do not normally recommend reading the Talmud, except for
gleaning historical information.
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fwe are to conclude that the wel6 chn réferaolbotlatheh 0
weekly Sabbattandthef e st i v al saldathsywaredoeeseidted with the dilemma of having to
count eight sabbaths in the 5@ay count to Pentecost. Or, as one author puts it, if we adhere to the
command to count seven sabbaths, we end up withwaesk count. Here is his commentary:

There is a fatal flaw in the Pharisaic system. If you are counting seven Sabbaths, and
you are counting from the 15th of Nissan as an annual sabbath, then would you not also
have to have counted the 21st of Nissan as a Sabbath? But then you would be counting
seven Sabbaths, but six weeks ... so the text can only be referring to the WEEKLY
sabbath. If you start counting from the day after the WEEKLY Sabbath and are NOT
counting annual Sabbaths, then and only then do you count seven sabbaths and seven
weeks and then you would always end your count on a "Sunday."9

The above author, i n additi on tgoes enxtgprovade hisi n g
reading audience witla calendar depicting the fact tiath o s e who regard the 0
weekly sabbathand the festival sabbath must either stop short of thdayOcount if they obey the
mandate to count seven sabbaths or else count e

April 2011 May 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 [ 7
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 -] 9 0 11 12 13 14
Mathar's D x
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Pay 1  Pharisaic x x
ULB  Firstfruits
24 x 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 3
Easter Sunday x Mamerial Day
Nazarene 21st
First Fruits
Nissan
June 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Sivan 6
Pharisaic

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Nazarene
Shavuot

19 20! 21 22 23 24 25

Father's Day

26 27 28 29 30!

®James TwWhy ShavuotisiAlways ona Sundap p o s tNazhrere Spadelbgson 05/22/2011. For those who
subscribeo Nazarene Spacé¢he article may be accessed at the following URL:
http://nazarenespace.com/profiles/blog/show?id=2182335%3ABlogPo4i%3381&xgs=1&xg_source=msg_share_post
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For those of you who would like to count the 50 days on the ataie@dar, you will find that the
above author erred in dating Shavuot on Juhewhich is day 49 of the count. Remember, those who
foll ow what he terms fAthe Pharisaic SystemoO bec¢
Thus, fi che gpuntlt®Pemtefcosttbegan on April’20f you inclusively count 50 days from April
20" you arrive at Jum8", notJune ¥.1°

Neverthel ess, the authorés point is clear: I
the festival Ahi gh dayo sabbath, then you have
command to count seven sabbathsgou must stop shortf@ounting the entire fifty days. This is what
the aut atatalflawed ms i

Il n our original study, we titled this chapt
consistencyor the lack thereofis the typical charge levied against those wagib counting to Pentecost
from the morrow after the festival Sabbath. When, in 2011, we found that the charge has been upgradet
to fia fatal flaw, 0 we deeti Hatl Bat he n@osoalgkedaise nt h
of the more colorfupicture that he paints of what he feels is thendary but also to add another
ASunadmalyy Pentecosto perspective of the apparent
included in our original study, which is taken from a study that wasibilited at the 1987 Unity
Conference:

I f é we insist on calling the fir%ta day of tt
Sabbath, and start the count on the day after, we must also cédbtiuay of unleavened

bread a Sabbath. Seven Sabbaths are to be complete (verse 15). Counting the last day of

unleavened bread as a Sabbath givesight (8) Sabbaths! not seven, within the 50 day

count. To have eight Sabbaths is contrary to the commahd effectively shows the

count cannot begin on Abib 6 ThereforefiSabbatld  a Sabbafhé in Lev. 23:15 &

16 certainly appear to refer to the weekly Sabbath.

Do we err by not knowing history and the traditions of men? Or is it the Word of Yahweh
we should know? (Mt. 22:29; Jn. 20:9; 5:39; Acts 17113 Isa. 34:16).

If we (1) insist that the Feast of Unleavened Bread is a Sabbath, and (2) start the count
the next day (the 1%, then (3) we must recognize Abib 21 as a Sabbath, and (4) contrary
to the command, this gives us eight (8) Sabbaths within the 50 day count, as illustrated in
the chart on the following pag@.

In other words, as we believe the author of the above commentary would stdmsistencyor the
lack thereof, is the dlemmancountered by those who maintain
Leviticus 23:111 6 , refers t o festivaksabbatlof thet FealtofiUgléaveded Bréad. Or to
put it another way, ifwer e t o i nsi st that Amorrow af ffestival t he

sabbath, 0 then when we count fAseven fesivhlbabbaodhd
of the Feast of Unleavened Bre@gkbib 21)as one of thé fAnédevehes@ibwabdbhsg
“As we will see | at erWhy8hawdtis AlwagstomalSundayt ahles oa uet rhroerd oifn [fi st i
falling on fASivan 60 in the year 2011. rowafterthedfdstival sabbath,o ¢ oL
Shavuot fell on théifth day of the Scriptural Hebrew mon8ivan

1 True in all years except when Abib™falls on the first day of the week.

12 True in all years except when Abib"falls on the weekly Sabbath.

BExerpt from a study entitled fASabbaths in Leviticus 23,

request.
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below)r eveal s, the Amorrow a &re 190% conkigentsviehvoer mterpretati@anb b a
of the word n 339 bfdahe boundto Peatecbss. Therdiledma thus posed to those who
count from themorrow after the high dafestival sabbath is that of countingight sabbathsto Pentecost
instead of sevesabbaths as mandated by the Almighfiherefore,according to the individual quoted
above,if one is going to be 100% consistent with his or heerpretation of the wordgabbathin
Leviticus 23:1116, he or she must conclude that it can only refer teg¢henthday sabbath Hence, the

Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, can only fall on a Sunday every year.

14

“I'pid. The above comment and chart is a reproduction of
1987thity Conference, authorés name withheld by request.
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