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IRZ] Reute 22, Facterson, WY 1AS6% 2237 Phone: (935 3041100

ECH:ECY June 28, 2010

LARRY ACIILSON
1416 FAIRFIELTD DR
PLANO TX 75074-6010

Desnr br. Acheson:

We are pleased to respond 1o your letter of May 24, 2010, wherein, in response to a recent
article on the Sabbath in The Watchtower of February 1, 2010, you ghare with us your conviclion
about the importance of obgerving the Sabbath on the seventh day, or Saturday.

We are glad that you taok the time to wrile us about thiz maticr, as we are very interesied in
how our readers respond (o whalt is published. We ate somry that vou feel the inlroduction of the ar-
ticle was presented somewhat disrespectiully, and we will pass vour comments along to those who
are responsible for the content of what we publish. However, it is not clear to us how, as you sug-
pest, there 18 a parallel between the actions of a bikini-clad alleged Witness of Jehovah protesting a
parely persenal matter and sabbath observers endeavoring 1o enforee their religious views on others.

Or course, we [ully agree with vou that the Scriptural Sabbath was observed on the seventh
day. (Exodus 20:8-11) Since the scventh day of the week in modern times is Saturday, and Sunday
is recognized as the first day of the weck, the Sabbath would be obscrved on Saturday if Christians
were sl bound by the Mosaic Law as were the Jews in Bible times. Thus the question is, as yon
put it: “Does [God | stilf require His people to observe the weekly Sabbath?

Regarding what Christ taught the lirst Christians about God’s Law, the Rible states at Ro-
mans 7:6: “But now we are delrvered [rom the law . . . that we should serve in newness of spirit, and
nol m the cldness of the letter” (Bible quotations [fom King Jomes Fersion.) From what “law™
were Christians “delivered™ In the next verse (7), the inspired wriler goes on to quore as an exam-
ple one of the Ten Commandments—"*Thou shall not covet.” This clearly shows what he meant by
“the law"™—ihe cniire law that came through Moses—obviously including the Ten Commandments,
since Paul used one of them to illustrate “the law™ that Christians were delivered from.

At Fphestans 2:14, 13, Paul realfinms this, saying that “the law of commandiments™ is what
Christ “abolished™: “For [Christ] is our peace, who hath made botl one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; Tlaving abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances.” Similarly, Colossians 2:14-17 adds that Christ *[blotted|
oul the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of
the way . . . Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of
the new maoon, or of the sabbarh daps. ™

S0 Christians would now obey the lofly principles of the Law—"not [written on| lables of
stone, but in fleshly tables of the hearl.” (2 Corinthians 3:3) As noted above, a “newness of spirit”
now motivated them instead of just obeying a set of rules wrillen om stone—"the oldness of the let-
ter.” (Romans 7:6) Consistently, as noted above, the part of the Law that sets forth the Ten Com-
mandments, which were wnllen on stone fablels, is included at 2 Corinthians 3:1-11, where it
spealks of these i verse 7 as “the ministration of death, written and chgraven in stones.” which “was
to be done away.” And what was “engraven in stones” included the Sabbath law,






