10. Did the Israelites Wander in the Wilderness féorty Years
or Forty-One Years?

unjustifiable liberties that Glenn Moore takes with YahwgeWord. For example, we addressed two

separate texts in which he added words (“more” and “andt) tithey wereeally in the text, would
greatly aid his cause. However, since the words aaetiially in the text, his incorporating them into the
text of his own volition becomes a matter of a mamgadn defiance of the commandment found in
Deuteronomy 4:2:

I n chapters eight and nine of this section, we addresseths@éems of concern regarding the

2Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you, neithelt ge diminishaughtfrom it,
that ye may keep the commandments of Yahweh your Almighty witiocmmand you.

In this chapter, we will address yet another word thah@klips into the text. It was such a subtle
addition that we didn’t even notice it until a couple anths after we had already quoted and
commented on Glenn’s remarks. While in the process ahgdiur study, it dawned on us that a certain
word that Glenn incorporated into his exposé on Numbérén which he commented on the Israelites’
forty years in the Wilderness, was not found in the eé&Scripture. Is this word critical to Glenn’s
premise? Absolutely. Yet, as an added word, it isteamaxample of how Glenn will manipulate
Scripture in order to make it fit his interpretation.

Glenn Adds Another’ Word to Scripture

We have previously read Glenn’s reasoning for believing higaksraelites could not have entered the
Promised Land during a Jubilee Year. In a nutshell, Gbetiaves the Israelites left the Promised Land
during a Jubilee Year, and since the next Jubilee Year cohlave arrived for another 49 years, this
makes an entrance into the Promised Land any soonethéhaext 48 year an impossibility. According
to Glenn, then, the Israelites would have had to havelevad for 49 years if they were to have entered
the Promised Land during a Jubilee Year. With this backavepyill once again quote from Glenn’s
commentary, but this time we will focus on a wordhles that is critical to his premise and not only
exposes his lack of integrity, but also skews his Jubdeatc

Reading Leviticus 25:2 may, on the surface, suggest that the count to the Jubilee
starts when they enter the land. [See Cycle 53 in the Jubilee Calendar Synopsis
for a complete overview.] However, if you understand the statement to be a
detailed description of what they were actually to do when they come into the
land--then it could be seen from an entirely different perspective. In the second
year of the Exodus they refused to listen to Joshua and Caleb and, as a result,
were told to wander in the wilderness for 40 more years. If the year of the
Exodus was indeed a year of Jubilee (as I believe the chronological evidence of the
lives of the patriarchs indicates), then in the second year of their journey they are
told to wander in the wilderness another 40 years, then the year they enter the
land would be the 42nd year from the Exodus--a Sabbatical year (42 + 7 = 6).
Since the 42nd year from the Exodus would have been a Sabbatical year, does
this line up with the Scriptural account? Yes it does!*

No, it doesn't, as we are about to see!

! This quote was copied and pasted from W. Glenn Moorasers to Objections” page on his web site as updatecéet
April 20-25, 2009. The entire set of questions and answaysmread by accessing the following URL:
http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/answer_objections.htm




First of all, let’s face it: Glenn has the Isreediwandering in the Wilderness for forty-two years,
even though Scripture plainly states that it Yea/ years:

®For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wifdss, till all the peopléhat were
men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, bedaey obeyed not the voice of
Yahweh: unto Whom Yahweh sware that He would not show thentahd, which Yahweh
sware unto their fathers that He would give us, a land ftbeveth with milk and honey.
(Joshua 5:6; see also Psalms 95:10, Acts 7:36, Hebrews 3:17)

Glenn makes the mistake of believing that the fortys/edwandering that Yahweh imposed upon
the Israelites began at the moment in which His judgmas given to Moses. However, as we have
already seen from the texts of Scripture that wererded “after the fact the forty years were
retroactive to the year the Israelites departed Egyftus, contrary to Glenn’s conclusion, the forty year
count didnot start ticking when Yahweh passed down His sentence se$/io0 Numbers 14:33-35:

*And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty yearsl bear your whoredoms,
until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness.

#After the number of the days in which ye searched the krehforty days, each day for a
year, shall ye bear your iniquitiesyenforty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.
¥ Yahweh have said, | will surely do it unto all this evilngregation, that are gathered
together against Me: in this wilderness they shall be eoedpand there they shall die.

Notice that Yahweh doesn't state that the Israeltesld wander in the wilderness for forty years
additionto the two that they had already sojourned theilee question one might ask is, “Did the forty-
year count begin when they left Egypt or did it begirew the people rebelled in response to the negative
report by the ten spies?”

Glenn’s answer: When the people rebelled in response to the negapeetrgiven by the ten spies.
Scripture’s answer: When the Israelites departed Egypt.

We encourage you to go along with Scripture’s answer.

As a double witness to the fact that the Israelitesdeeed in the Wilderness féorty years, please
refer to the following two passages of Scripture: Exoduswhére we read that Moses was eighty years
old when he and Aaron confronted the Pharaoh of EgyptDaateronomy 34:7, where we read that
Moses was 120 years old when he died. For those Wdholy math,” 120 — 80 = 40. We also read in
Exodus 7:7 that Aaron was 83 when he and Moses confrdredéhiaraoh, and he was 123 when he died
in the Wilderness (Numbers 33:38-39). We also read irséimee passage that his death was in the
fortieth year after the children of Israel came oUEQ¥pt.

Secondly, if you refer back to Glenn’s commentary abgweu will notice that | highlighted the word
“another.” That is because this is the word that Géddsto the text of Numbers 14:33-35. Glenn says
that in the second year of their journey (having justpdetad their first year), they were told to wander in
the wildernesanother40 years, even though the word “another” appeavéherein the text. This, then,
is yet another example of how Glenn manipulates Scripthemever and wherever it might seem to suit
his purpose.In this case, it is a critical addition to the Word because it m#ieslifference as to
whether or not the year the Israelites entered the Promised Land kbaué been a Sabbatical Year!
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In short, Glenn’s modekquiresbelieving that the Israelites wandered in the wilderf@sforty-one
years. Otherwise, they could not hgeessiblyentered the Promised Land during a Sabbatical Year,
which is critical to his premise! After all, if it wa% a Jubilee Year when the Israelites entered the
Promised Land ..nor was it a Sabbatical Year, then why did Yahweh comnthatithe land keep a
Sabbath unto Him? Obviously, it had to either be a Salalb& ear or a Jubilee Year ... but with Glenn’s
model, it couldnot have been either a Sabbatical Year or a Jubilee Yé¢anre is an illustration from
Glenn’s own Jubilee calendar that depicts the problem

—

Jubilee Calendar Notice that Glenn Moore places the sta
Cyele 53 of the 40 years during the"®Day

Week | IstDay Year

4th Day Year | 5thDay Year | 6thDay Year |SabbaticalVear |[ Year,” which is one year followinthe

Israelites’ exodus from Egypt. As we
have already seen in this chapter,
Scripture aligns the start of the 40 years

with the very year of the Exodusa full
yearprior to the one offered by Glenn.
If the year Glenn believes the Israelites
left Egypt (1436cE) was a Jubilee Year

then forty years later was the spring of
1396BcE. However, Glenn's calendar
shows them entering the Promised Lang

in the spring ofl395 BCE —FORTY -
ONE full years after their departure from
Egypt. Glenmeedsthat 4% year in
order to get the Israelites into the

Promised Land during his proposed
Sabbatical Year!

e erye NOTE: In consequence to presenting
"'f:;:';f Glenn with the clear fact that the

sabbatical vear || |Sraelites only wandered in the Wilder-
ness for0 years he has since modified

—

his calendar so as to get the Israelites ip
the Promised Land the previous spring
(1397 BCE)! See Part lll, chapter 7 for

(0
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- "rl‘)l‘l Mumbers = Cleaiior‘l Date [CDO} Black Numbe ommon Era [CE] detalls-

Red Numbers = Before Common Era [BCE)

53rd Jubilee

When we take a close look at Cycle 53 of Glenn’s “Jultiialendar,” we see the conundrum that
Glenn is faced with if he truly aspires to align hiteadar with the Scriptural account. | find Glenn’s
calendar somewhat confusing to follow, probably due to theHat he begins each year in the fall, even
though Yahweh plainly told Moses and Aaron that the pegins in the spring (Ex. 12:1-2)Never-
theless, we see that the“Day Year” of that cycle begins in the fall of 1487e. Glenn notes that the

2 This excerpt from Cycle 53 of Glenn’s “Jubilee Calehdars taken from Glenn’s web site:
http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/XLS%20Files/Jubilee%20Gaddenxls NOTE: Glenn has since changed this calendar so as
to reflect agreement that the forty years began whelsithelites left Egypt. He now believes (as befdnaj the Israelites
entered the Promised Land in the spring, but he has nquealihat position that they weren’t required to begin efsgithe
land Sabbath untfall of that year. This new (as of July 11, 2009) position valhiore fully addressed as time allows. Until
that time, we continue to witness the instabilityadénn’s exegetical methods.

% For an in-depth review of Glenn’s belief that Yahwelgiodlly ordained a “fall-to-fall” calendar, see Pait #ntitled ‘Do

Sabbatical Years Start in the Spring (Abib) or th# Hishri)?
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plagues began a little later — in the spring of 1#8& Presuming that the Israelites did indeed leave
Egypt in the spring of 1436CE, and also presuming that, as Scripture says, theitesga@bndered in the
Wilderness for a total of 40 years, this means they naws bntered the Promised Land in the spring of
the year 1398CE. As Glenn would say, “Just do the math!”

This having been established, Glenn desperatesylsthe year 1397-139%CE to be a Sabbatical
Year. However, as we can clearly see from his dalerit is not. The only way Glenn was able to make
his “Exodus to Promised Land” calendar work was by insethiagvord “another” into the text of
Numbers 14:33:

*And your children shall wander in the wildern¢ddNOTHER] forty years, and bear your
whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderr{sgsnbers 14:33 with “another”
added for illustration purposes only

Again, although the word “another” isn’t found within tigxt of Numbers 14:33, Glenn puts it in
anyway. Of course, he doesn’t boldly insert the wartbther” into an actual quote from Scripture (as in
the example above) because it would allow readeradityecatch such an obvious infraction; rather, he
very subtlysuggestshat it's there by writing, “..then in the second year of their journey they are
told to wander in the wilderness another 40 years, then the year they enter the land would be the
42nd year from the Exodus--a Sabbatical year (42 + 7 = 6).” If the word “another” was truly in the
text, Glenn’s “Exodus to Promised Land” calendar would wdtkwever, since the word “another” is
not found in the text of Numbers 14:33-35, Glenn’s proposed caléaltkashort ... a year short ...
skewing the rest of Glenn’s “Jubilee Calendar” in the gssc

As an addendum to the above commentary, shortlyla#iag presented with the above conundrum,
Glenn Moore revised his proposed calendar so as to brirgrddites into the Promised Land a year in
advance of his previous proposal. Of course, this in turepies radical change from one of Glenn’s
most firmly-held positions — that the Israelites erdete Promised Landuring a Sabbatical Year. As
we read in Glenn’s commentary above, the year they enter the land would be the 42nd year from
the Exodus--a Sabbatical year ....” Glennnow believes they entered the Land six momher to a
Sabbatical Year.

Thus, we now see that Glenn has abandoned the belighthlsraelites entered the Promised Land
during a Sabbatical Year, since, even with Glenn'’s prapos®lel, the Sabbatical Year didn’'t begin until
six months later!
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