15. Playing Glenn’s “Numbers Game”

his reading audience tdust do the math! | address Glenn’s mathematical prowess elsewhere

in this study, but for now | believe it would be prudentdspond to Glenn’s repeated “Just do the
math!” theme currently found on his Home Page. On d@8n2009, | noticed that he tells his readers to
“Just do the math” quite a few times, so | counted andd “Just do the math!” 22 times on his Home
Page. Clearly, Glenn is persuaded that he is “on to sométwith his mathematical revelations. | will
not take the time to respond to each one of Glenn’s 22 dduthe math” challengés However, | will
respond to those challengadlectivelyin this segment.

On his website, Glenn promotes his Jubilee reckoning methtieblgsmath,” while challenging

As Glenn nears the end of his “do the math” challehgeffers the following commentary:

Just Do The Math

As you can see, history validates the testimony of Scriptdednweh does not want us to just
accept everything by pure faith, and so He gives us reasdmslieve Him--and some of
those reasons are even subject to mathematical testinge dmve begun to do on this
website’

I’'m not sure where Glenn comes up with the statenfentahweh doesn’t want us to accept
everything by pure faith, but | know it mot from Scripture. Try persuading Abraham of this (Gen. 15:6).
Try persuading Habakkuk or the Apostle Paul that Yahweh doeant us to accept everything by pure
faith (Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 1:17). Try persuading the authdebfews 11 that Yahweh doesn’t want
us to just accept everything by pure faith. Would Yeshua ashnGas He asked His disciples, “Where is
your faith?” (Luke 8:25) | could go on and on.

I will say now, as | have written elsewhere in ttisdy, that | have not questioned that Yahweh works
in numbers, and one of the most significant and speaiabers is the numbeséven’® Seven times
seven is forty-nine. This is obviously a very special bem- something | have never denied. The
guestion remains, however, “Where in Scripture does Yhtewver identify the number forty-nine as the
length of the Jubilee cycle?” The answenasvhere Thus, Glenn can go on and on and on with his
mathematical exclamations of wonderment, but unlesshalwow us from Scripture that Yahweh
identifies the Jubilee cycle as consisting of fortyery@ar cycles, he is wasting his (and our) time.

Glenn continues:

Don't Accept His word for it--Just Do The Math!!

There are those who believe that the Jubilee cycles area®sf ipstead of 49. While | can
understandvhy they believe this way, | have to ask the question-Joay provide evidences
in Scripture (and/or secular history) of major eventqgnip along 50 year cycles, just as |
have shown in regard to 49 year cycles? Not just one or twiisevmit 10 or more events--

1 After having written this section, | addressed addititczallenges” presented by Glenn and produced my own “Amgaz
Mathematical Alignment” of the patriarchal timelineng50-year cycles (see Part I, ch. €©an We Produce an "Amazing
Mathematical Alignment” Chart With 50-Year Cyc?emd Another “Amazing” Chart: 50-Year Cycles of “Major Events”
from Secular History.

2 This commentary was copied from Glenn’s Home Pagatddcahttp://www.itsaboutthattime.neoh 06/14/2009.

® Please refer to chapter 12 of Part | for a more irihdexplanation.




as the Genesis chronology indicates!! | doubt if they can, butateegertainly free to try.
(See my Answerto the issue of 49 verses 50 year cycles Here.)

My first question, upon reading the above title, is O\oes His’ refer to??” If we go by context, it
is a reference to Yahwelhus, Glenn is telling us to not take Yahweh’s Word folsitGlenn serious?
We shouldn’t take Yahweh’s Word for it?? Well, in viewhow Glenn already doesn’t take Yahweh'’s
Word for what it says regarding other matters, thevaltible should serve as a “dead giveaway” as to
where Glenn’s heatrt truly lies. | realize that sooled (and especially Glenn) may feel I'm overly harsh
in criticizing Glenn’s verbiage here, and they're certaentitled to their opinions. Nevertheleasthe
very leastwe should all wonder, “What in the world was Glé¢himking when he composed that title?”

What | find interesting as | ponder my response to tiadlenge presented by Glenn in the above
commentary is the fact that none of the authorscapire shared Glenn’s interest in finding “major
events lining up with 49-year cycles.” Should we wonder sdmyething of this sort is so important to
Glenn, whereaso one in Scripture(either by direct challenge or approved example) chgdld anyone
to line up major events with 49-year cycles while simdtarsly explaining that this is proof of
Yahweh's “Forty-nine-year Jubilee Cycle”? | believe siouldwonder why this “numbers game” is so
important to Glenn — whereas it was not important tathbors of Scripture. Of course, the authors of
The Book of Jubileesvhich Glenn now admits is not inspired canon, shafedrGs fascination of the
number 49, associating it with the length of the Julmiede. The authors of Scripture, however, did no
such thing. Is there a reason for why Glenn’s ratioolalehes with the method presented in Scripture?
In view of the occasions in which we have caught Glenmgdai Scripturendreneging on a rash vow
(then later defending why it is actuatigcessarfor him to renege on it), the pattern of deviating from
the established blueprint laid out in Yahweh’s Word sets pantas an individual who is not inclined to
follow the Scriptural example.

Finally, in August 2009 | decided to see if | could produceddrtige timelines that Glenn challenged
his readers to produce, using 50-year cycles. To my own jrpwss able to do so, not only producing
an “amazing” timeline covering 21 fifty-year cycles foetpatriarchs listed in Genesis, but another one
comprising ten 50-year secular cycles from 1548 to 1998. Faisah#ttining both timelines, please go
to Part I, chapter 12 (“Do ‘Amazing Mathematical Aligmnmte Prove the Length of the Jubilee Cycle?”).

Glenn continues with his “numbers game,” this time d@rpig that more scholars accept his
understanding of the length of the Jubilee cycle:

Evidently, while scholars disagree on exactly when the Sabbatid Jubilee years are--they
are mostly in agreement that the Jubilee cycles are 49 yekength. "Regarding the length

of the cycle, three significant scholarly studies devatethe Jubilee and Sabbatical years
agree that it was 49 years, while disagreeing somewhaheoimterpretation of the other
issues involved. These major studies were those of Berdikermanrt? Robert NortH!

and Jean-Francois LefebJt8.The reasons given by these authors to support a 49-year cycle
are both textual (examining all relevant Biblical texdsy practical.” [Wikipedia article on
Jubilee (Biblical)]®

I will be the first to admit that many individuals and grodpsandeed favor Glenn’s view pertaining
to the length of the Jubilee cycle. However, oncemagalenn’s over-confidence is showing, as we are

4 This commentary was copied from Glenn’s Home Phagmted ahttp://www.itsaboutthattime.neth 06/14/2009. NOTE: Glenn later changed the $ib as to readPon't Just
BIIndIy Accept His word for it--Just Do The Math#

> Ibid.
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about to see. While many do agree with Glenn’s positienjury is definitely still out as to which view

is favored by thenajority of scholars, and | would hardly rely omékipediaarticle as the final arbiter of
truth! Regardless of which view wins the “majority vét@e should hopefully all know by now that

truth isnot determined by majority vote. Nevertheless, if we'ssholar against scholar” on this one, we
will certainly give Glenn a “run for his money,” so to agebut, again, this will most certaintpt prove
either position. As we are about to see, some veimyasmscholars have concluded that the Jubilee cycle
is 50 years in length. Here are a few:

Robert Jamieson, @ommentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bibbgpressed
disagreement with Glenn’s view as to which view holdslagrity opinion:

10. ye shall hallow the fiftieth year--Much difference of opinion exists as to whether the
jubilee was observed on the forty-ninth, or, in round numbers, it is called the fiftieth. The
prevailing opinion, both in ancient and modern times, has been in favor of the latter.®

Adam Clarke, author cAdam Clarke’s Commentary on the Holy Bible

8. Thou shalt number seven Sabbaths of yedtss seems to state that the jubilee was to be
celebrated on the forty-ninth year; but in vv. 10 and 11sgid, “Ye shall hallow the fiftieth
year,” and, “A jubile shall this fiftieth year be.” RBxably in this verse Moses either includes
the preceding jubilee, and thus with the forty-ninth makes emtimber fifty; or he speaks
of proclaiming the jubilee on the forty-ninth, and celebratingnitthe fiftieth year current.
Some think it was celebrated on the forty-ninth year, asaed in v. 8; and this prevented
the Sabbatical year, or seventh year of rest, from being wotéa with the jubilee, which it
must otherwise have been, had the celebration of this goéamnnity taken place on the
fiftieth year; but it is most likely that the fiftiethas the real jubile€.

Michael O. Wise, Martin G. Abegg, Jr., and Edward M. e The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New
Translation

The biblical jubilee year was the fiftieth year, tyear following the succession of
seven sabbatical yedts.

The International Bible Commentarly. F. Bruce, General Editor:

10. liberty: the Hebrew word is related to an Akkadian term meahielgase from
obligations’. In Babylonia this was in the hands of thegkivho was expected to ‘establish
justice’, commonly by a series of enactments at the begirofifgs reign. jubilee derives
from the Hebrewyobhél, ‘ram, ram’s horn’ (though note that a different wiasdrendered
trumpet (or ‘horn’ as inNEB) in v. 9). 11. So far as the land and its usufruct are concerned
the laws of the sabbatical year apply (cf. w. 4 f.). Timeant two fallow years in
succession—fojubilee followed the sabbatical forty-ninth year—and v. 21 takes watcof

this situation, in principle at lea$t.

® Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole BiiyeRobert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Browigirtatly
published in 1871); online version may be accessed abltbeihg URL:
http://www.biblestudytools.com/Commentaries/JamiesossetBrown/jfb.cgi?book=le&chapter=025

" Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Holy Bjtileviticus 25 commentary. This commentary is taken fimerfollowing

URL: http://www.godrules.net/library/clarke/clarkelev25.htm

8 The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translatibtichael O. Wise, Martin G. Abegg, Jr., and Edward M. Cook,
HarperSanFrancisco, 2005, p. 590.

° The International Bible Commentary. F. Bruce, General Editor, Marshall Pickering/Zomder Grand Rapids, M, p. 210.
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| realize that Glenn may review the above commeraadyremark something to the effect of, “Well, |
agreewith F. F. Bruce's commentary! The Jubilee yaesfollow the 49 year ... | never said it didn’t!
It's just that the 58 year isalso Year One of the next Jubilee cycle!” Presuming thatithivhat Glenn
would say, | would ask him to then explain the followingnoeents from a dictionary that wakso edited
by F. F. Bruce:

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament WokfsE. Vine, Old Testament Edited
by F. F. Bruce:

Every fiftieth year was to be hallowed, and liberty primo&d to all inhabitants; it was a time
for remembering God’s mercy and provision and for esergicompassiotf.

Mercer Dictionary of the BibleWatson E. Mills, Gen. Editor:

» Jubilee, Year of. [joobuh-lee] The year of Jubilee, or “the Jubilee,” refers &pecial
observance of every fiftieth year among the people of Lsrael

The Expositor’s Bible Commentaifrank E. Gaebelein, General Editor, on the one haathst®
lend support to Glenn’s position. However, unlike Glenn,riéfisrence maintains that the ancient
authors ofThe Book of Jubileasever intended its readers to understand the Jubilee Yeansisting of
a “double Sabbatical” year. Rather, the understandinghaaste 49 year was the Jubilee Year:

It seems rather impractical to have had two fallow y@asuccession, viz., the forty-ninth
and the fiftieth, though, of course, God could have singpiypounded the blessing for the
forty-eighth year. A suggestion to relieve the problem comam® the Book of Jubilees.
This book, written perhaps about 28@., is a reworking of Genesis with every event dated.
The dates are counted from Creation and are givennmstef jubilees, sabbaticals, years,
months, and days. But the Jubilees are only forty-ninesyleag. This may have been a
mistake on the part of the author of Jubilees. Or it mayaslae to a better translation of v.
10. Just as seven weeks from Sunday to Sunday is calleddifs by inclusive reckoning in
23:15-16, so in the present sense the last of the forty-nime yeght be called the fiftieth
year by inclusive reckoning.

Perhaps the difference is inconsequential, but at @astancient interpretation of this
verse was that the seventh sabbatical was the JubileeLXDhgives no additional light. It
simply translates the Hebrew verbatim. Wenham (p. 319pesdae difficulty by seeing in
v.8 a reference to a short year of forty-nine days teesas the Jubilee. But such an
intercalary period is nowhere else referred to, andaiskation of v.8 appears forced. From
a different standpoint, S.B. Hoenig (Sabbatical Years taedYear of Jubilee,” JQR 59
[1969]: 222-36) also concluded that the Jubilee was not aHiffisr-

| believe it is worthwhile to note that | am not aevafany historical references that outright support
Glenn’s position thatYear 50 = Year 1 of the following cycléWhile it is true that some ancient
Qumran sources agreed that the cycle consists of 49, ydamven't noticed a single one that agreed with
Glenn’s view that the 80Year coincided with the first year of the next Jubigele.

9Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament WolIsE. Vine, Old Testament Edited by F. F. Bruce, M/or
Bible Publishers, lowa Falls, lowa, 1981, p. 85.

1 Mercer Dictionary of the Biblewatson E. Mills, Gen. Editor, Mercer University 8seMacon, GA, 1997, p. 473.

2 FromThe Expositor's Bible Commentaiyolume 2, Frank E. Geebelein, Gen. Editor, CommgraarLeviticus by R.
Laird Harris, ZondervanPublishingHouse, Grand Rapids, Ml 199635.
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The Anchor Bible Dictionargchoes the same understanding presentd@dh&yExpositor’s Bible
Dictionary — namely, that some scholars identified the Jubilesr with the 48 year, but no mention of
Glenn’s position that it was ever identified with tiieyear of the following cycle:

The year of jubilee came at the end of the cycle of 7 Sabbatears. Lev 25:8-10
specifies it as the 50th year, though some scholars believayithave been actually the
49th—i.e., the 7th Sabbatical Yéar.

C. F. Keil, in his contribution t€ommentary on the Old Testamangakes reference to this same
anciently held position while simultaneously expressinglisiagreement:

This grand year of grace was to return after sevemstigeven years, i.e., as is expressly
stated in v. 10, every fiftieth year was to be sanctifis a year of jubilee. By this regulation
of the time, the view held bR. Jehudaand the chronologists and antiquarians who have
followed him, that every seventh sabbatical year, i.e., tReyd@r, was to be kept as the year
of jubilee, is proved to be at variance with the text, duedfiftieth year is shown to be the
year of rest, in which the sabbatical idea attained itestutealization, and reached its earthly
temporal closé?

C. F. Keil, as withrhe Expositor’s Bible DictionargndThe Anchor Bible Dictionaryrefers to an ancient view
that, while in agreement with Glenn’s view that thbilee cycle consisted of 49 years, that view nevertheless
differed with Glenn’s stance in that some ancient belexegarded the 49ear as not only representing the
seventh Sabbatical Year, but the Jubilee Year as wadl.tHus that those of this persuasion understood Jubilee
cycles in terms of 49-year cycles instead of 50-year cydassaffirmed by Keil, this view (not the one espoulsgd
Glenn Moore) represents the “majority view.” Howevelteirms of faithful adherence to the text, June and | agree
with Keil's position that this majority view “is proved be at variance with the text.”

Henry H. Halley irHalley’s Bible Handboak

Jubilee Year was every 50th year. It followed the 7th Sabba#e, Ynaking two rest years
come togethel>

John Wesley idohn Wesley's Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bible

25:10 The fiftieth year - The year of jubilee was not theyf@amd ninth year, as some learned
men think, but precisely the fiftieth. The old weekly sabbatitalled the seventh day,
because it truly was so, being next after the six days ofi¢led and distinct from them all:
and the year of release is called the seventh year,idievi?5:4, as immediately following
the six years, Leviticus 25:3, and distinct from them all. Antlke manner the jubilee is
called the fiftieth year, because it comes next after seéw@s seven or forty - nine years,
Leviticus 25:8, and is distinct from them.allnto all the inhabitants - Understand such as
were Israelites; principally to all servants, even tdhsaswould not and did not go out at the
seventh year, and to the poor, who now were acquitted flotine& debts, and restored to
their possessions. Jubilee - So called either from the Helvoed/ Jobel which signifies first
a ram, and then a ram's horn, by the sound whereof itprerdaimed; or from Jubal the
inventor of musical instruments, Genesis 4:21, becausesitcaelabrated with music and all
expressions of joy. Unto his possession - which had badnos otherwise alienated from

13 FromThe Anchor Bible Dictionan)ol. 3, David Noel Freedman, Editor-in-Chief, Doubledsgw York, NY, 1992, p.
1025.

4 FromCommentary on the Old Testamevil. 1, by C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, “The Third BookMéses,” by C. F. Keil,
Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA 2001 (originally pubtidheT.&T. Clark, Edinburgh, 1866-91), p. 626.

15 Halley’s Bible Handboakby Henry H. Halley, Regency Reference Library, ZowderPublishing House, Grand Rapids,
MI, 1965, p. 139.
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him. This law was not at all unjust, because all buyedssallers had an eye to this condition
in their bargains; but it was expedient in many regardsy asnd them that God alone was
the Lord and proprietor both of them and of their lands, they only his tenants; a point
which they were very apt to forget.

Dr. Thomas L. Constable Dr. Constable's Bible Study Notes

The Israelites were to observe the year of jubilee (ltwlrig the ram's horn) every fiftieth
year, the year following seven seven-year pertods.

Encyclopedia International

JUBILEE [j50' bs-I&] (Heb. yovel, “ram™), in the Old Testament, the name given to every
50th year, which was to be consecrated to Yahteh.

As | bring this section to a close, | want to point that the above list of references is by no means
complete. We could certainly find additional ones, sofivehich would support the 49-year cycle and
some that would support the 50-year cycle. My only purpopeeisenting the above references is to
demonstrate to Glenn that his comment about scholars ‘meosily in agreement that the Jubilee cycles
are 49 years in length” is quite premature, but that duée ffinal count were to be in his favor, we need
to understand that “majority vote” doesn’t determinéhtru

Predictably, on his web site, Glenn Moore denies thatis a “humbers game”:

So, this is not a numbers game, for that involves rancltance. And just because Scripture
does not openly talk about this special Jubilee Code, does nat itmisanot there. As |
mentioned earlier, “It is the glory of the Almighty to ceal a thing: but the honor of kings is
to search out a matter.” (Proverbs 25:2) As we can glemd from an examination of
Biblical chronology, history validates the testimony of Scriptby subtly recognizing these
same Jubilee patterns. He put all of this there to |lkhow that regardless of the deceptions
and corruptions that would come into the ranks of thedanekethe faithful, He would always
be there to declare behind the scenes His very preSence.

We’'ll let you, the reader, decide whether or not Glenplaying a “numbers game.” In view of the
fact that no authors of any books found in the can@capture exhibited Glenn'’s fascination with
timelines, whether by observation or approved exampleinavidw of the fact that we are able to
produce “fascinating” 50-year timelinesgmbinedwith the fact that many scholars, both ancient and
modern, recognize a fifty-year Jubilee cycle, at thg least signals the fact that we need to be very
careful when dealing with numbers and our interpretatieretif. With Yahweh, nothing is “random,”
but that doesn’'t mean individuals won’t take undue liberntiesgpreting that data He gives us to work
with!

® FromJohn Wesley's Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bilyidohn Wesley, (produced between 1754 and 1765); online
version may be accessed at the following URL:
http://www.biblestudytools.com/Commentaries/WesleysEnxgiaryNotes/wes.cgi?book=le&chapter=025

" Dr. Constable's Bible Study Notdsy Dr. Thomas L. Constable, 2009 edition; online versiay be accessed at the
following URL: http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/levitiqdf.

** Encyclopedia InternationaMolume 10, Grolier Incorporated, New York, NY, 1972g@#®6.

9 This quote is taken from the home page of Glenn’s Welgtstp://www.itsaboutthattime.net/).
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